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T0 THE REVEREND DOCTOR COTTON, 
CHAPLAIN OF NEWGATE. 


LETTER II. 





ReverEnD Sir, _ Newgate, August 10, 1824. 
BeFoRE | resume my remarks on Archbishop Secker’s Lec- 
tutes, it may not be amiss to state my opinion of the person 
lam addressing; for should the impressions I have received 
be erroneous, you will then have an opportunity of removing 
them. Now; Sir, in the first place, I consider you to bea 
hypocrite. These are my reasons. Every man who is a 
eouscientious believer in the opinions he professeth, will say 
something in their defence when he hears them impugned; 
and will endeavour to prove by argument, that what he pro- 
feseth is true. You, Sir, have often heard me and my fel- 
low-prisoners impugn your professed belief, in open and un- 
equivocal language, and you have hitherto contented your- 
self with saying, that you had no doubt but we were com- 
plele masters of the subject, and that, consequently, you 
aaa hot enter into any argument, thus clearly proving, 
me you considered ‘us to be on the right side of the question. 

ou have brought us Bibles, &c. but you have never had 
want Yor to say before us, that you believed them to be 
habia. perhaps ask what motives you could have 
ohetee eyes these Bibles, had you not considered them 
SS tue—to be founded on truth; or arguments in their 

+ Sd you not considered them to be convincing? , 

a7 /me see: ‘to make up the character of a hypocrite, 
Jou must pretend to a l igi 
ng these book great zeal for religion, and the send- 
not hel thi S may serve you as a good pretence. I can- 

"oP thinking, but that a conversation something like 


Siiiteenio stoners? Pisce With (oral oppose) one 
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“ My dear Dr. Cotton, how do you do? I have not see, 
you this age.” “ My dear Madam, I hope I see you well. 4, 
for myself, what with my old complaint, and the grea, 
fatigue of attending to my duties in tbe prison, which you 
know my zeal will not allow me to neglect, I enjoy altoge. 
ther but a poor state of health.” “‘ Ah! my dear, Sir, believeme 
I feel for you. And such an addition too as I hear you have 
to your, before too heavy, duties! Why, I am told there are 
eight poor, lost, deluded wretches, placed under your care 
for the heinous offence of blasphemy?!” “ Alas! my dear Ma- 
dam, it is but too true; yet, [ hope it will turn out to their 
advantage; I am doing all in my power to bring them toa 


sense of the merits of our dear Redeemer; and I trust, J shall- 


not labour in vain. I have already supplied them with Bibles 
and Common Prayer Books, and, likewise, that excellent 
work, the “ Apology for the Bible,” by Bishop Watson, 
who was so condescending as to notice these blasphemers.” 
“ My worthy Dr. Cotton, they have nothing to fear under 
such good keeping, and so [| told our good old friend Mrs, 
Allfaith. Poor soul! to see how she was affected by the 
dismal tidiugs! She had hoped to see the whele world but 
as one man in the cause of GOD AND THE LAMB; and now, 
to hear of such infidels springing up in her latter days, to 
leave so much undone! Oh! Sir, you cannot conceive how 
she felt it!” “‘ My dear Madam, say no more, you know Iam 
but too sensitive-—I cannot describe to you what I have felt 
myself; but assure the good Old Lady, the next time you 
. see her, that J am doing all in my power. See! | am never 
forgetful of these poor creatures—here are four volumes of 
“ Anti-Infidel Tracts,” and four of Lord Lyttleton’s “ Ob- 
servations on the Conversion and Apostleship of St. Paul, 
which I am just going to take to them, so good morning, BY 
dear Madam.” | ; 
How nicely these books cover your hypocrisy! What 


could you do without such an excuse? But enough on this 


head: you know my opinions: remove them if you can and 
_ think it worth while. 

Now, Sir, in the second place, you carry, as the common 
phrase goes, two faces under one hat: you have one face for 
us, another for the authorities of the prison. Before us yo" 
are all cant, and pretend that there is nothing in your pow 
that you would not do to make us comfortable; yet, y°" 
do nothing. Thirdly and lastly: you are, like most other 
priests, fond of a little petty authority ; fond of commanding 
fond of being obeyed; and, no doubt, this penchant 
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rs, among the generality of the prisoners, is pretty well 
ied; bat not so with us. Men, who can think and act 
for themselves, will not easily brook compulsion. If you 
think we donot see through your-double dealing, you are 
mistaken. “1 think you had all better attend chapel— 
ninddo not misunderstand me—lI only give you a RINT— 
wt the Act of Parliament compels every prisoner to attend.” 
Mild way of hinting this truly! But what has become of your 
Act of Parliament, since we hinted to you, that if compelled 


you 


- tpattend chapel, we should publish weekly a comment on 


oursermons? From all that I can see of Acts of Parlia- 
ment and Gaol Restrictions, they are but so many words to 
cover the Whims and caprices of those who hold offices in 
the prison; at least, they are subservient to such pufposes ; 
stretched to an extent neverintended, or thrown aside, just 
asit suits their convenience. From you nothing better can 
beexpected. The Christians have never as yet been liberal 
towards their opponents, and a hypocrite is ever worse than a 
conscientious believer: the latter is governed by the education 
he bas received; while the former is only acting to advance 
bis own selfish views. You creep about to our rooms at all 
hours of the day, and every little trifling thing in our con- 
duct that does not suit your taste, you are pleased to HINT 
thould be altered ; and if, on your next visit, it isnot altered 
to your liking, out comes an order from the Keeper! But 
thanks to that spirit which enables us to look down on such 
pelly authorities with contempt, your HINTS and the Keep- 
esotders have about equal weight. So much for you: 
= for your “ excellent and admirable Lectures.” 

To say, therefore, that things are by nature what they 
are, is to"say a plain falsehood, if we mean, that they are so 
K/ any necessity in their own nature; for then they must 

wayshave been such as we see them; and not the least 
ate ny thing could possibly have been at aH different 
world it is: which is the wildest imagination in the 
nail 'do mean to say, in the absence of any proof, or 
dull ore theory, whieh could: warrant a contrary con- 
rove alee every thing acts from a necessity or acting 
tod Teall rent in itself or .in the bodies which surround it; 
cloth, to) on you Dr. Cotton, or any of your brethren of the 
slain * el Ae a “a plain falsehood.” Is it a 

_. 000 to say, that aqueous vapour both ascends and 
vee Condensed) descends by its oemaatuce? Is ita plain 
eet of to say, that thunder and lighining are the natural 
nt currents coming in contact? But if these 

















































998 THE REPUBLICAN. 
and all other phenomena are not the effect of natural canse, 
how are they to be effected ? If you refer to that phantom of 
your imagination which your call God, I call on you to prove 
thatan immaterial God exists, that he has power to Controul 
nature, and in what manner this power is exerted. To say 
that (without the aid of a supernatural power) things must 
always have been such as we see them, is a false inference, and 
shows the author’s total ignorance even of the most common 
phenomena of nature. tstead of being a dull inanimate 
- mass, as the Archbishop Would have us believe, every parti- 
cle of matter is in a continual state of action; and this action, 
it is evident, arises from its own essence, or nature. If there 
be a supernatural almighty power, he cannot give us a bet- 
ter specimen of his power, than by stopping for a time some 
of ihose motions which we consider to arise from natural 
causes; such for instance as the daily motion of the earth 
on its axis, or its annual motion round the sun. | 
with the Archbishop that such a belief as he describes 
would be one of the ‘ wildest imaginations in the 
world.” Yet, really, Doctor, 1 believe there are many 
equally wild—equally unreasonable. For instance, the Chris- 
tians, | (will not say you for one, because, | believe you to 
be a hypocrite) believe that this earth, the sun, moon, stars, 
&c. were created about 6,000 years ago, by a God who 
has existed from all eternity. Some believe this God to be 
in the shape of a man; others, to get clear of this absurdity, 
say, thathe has no shape—that there is nothing material 
about him. If both of these beliefs are not among the most 
absurd notions—-the wildest imaginations, then I know not 
in what absurdity consists. If this God hath a shape, he must 
be material, and could not have existed without matter: 
if without shape, he is nothing. 

“ What hath no understanding (says the Archbishop) bath 
in strictness of speech, no power; cannot act, but only be 
acted upon: as all mere matter is; which never moves but 
as itis moved.” But I will assert, confident that I can mait- 
tain it, that what is called the understanding, the will or 
telligence “ hath in strictness of speech no power;” thatur 
telligence, separate from “ mere matter,” is but a ‘ord, 8 
Non-entity ; and that so far from intelligence being prior ' 
and the cause of matter, it is but the result of different bodies 
of matter acting on each other. To say that matter cannol 
act, and can only be acted upon, is the height of absurdity; 
our every day experience convinces us to the contrary. But 
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Bishop merely appeals to the ignorance of the reader, | jc 
here the priestalwaysexerts his utmoststrength ; well knowine 
that no longer than the people are kept in ignorance wil] his 
dogmatical doctrines be believed, and his avaricious appe- 
tite supplied. It was the knowledge that an ignorant, rather 
than an enlightened people, would best suit their purpose, 
that has ever prompted the priests to oppose every scheme 
that tended to enlighten mankind. On an ignorant people 
they can palm their absurd doctrines: an enlightened people 
will discover the attempted imposture. Over an ignorant 
people, they can rule with despotic sway: with an enlight- 
ened people they must be content with equality. Knovw- 
ledge is to them of all things the most detrimental, while 
ignorance is their greatest support. Consequently, we find, 
that priests of all denominations fly to ignorance as their last 
strong hold,and which they will no doubt attempt to retain, 
as long as they have a chance of success or a weapon left. 
“ Look around you (says the Bishop) see what marks of 
understanding and wisdom appear: turn your eyes upou 
Lomrarneet how fearfully and wonderfully are we made.” 
‘ith an ignorant Christian this appeal may answer the pur- 
pose for which it was intended—to make ignorauce a substi- 
tute for what, on the part of the priest, ought to be demon- 
Strative proof. But with the Materialist, the sophistry o/ 
such arguments is easily detected; with him such an appeal 
has no weight. Accustomed to the study of nature, many 
thiugs to the Christian inexplicable, are to him easy avd 
comprehensible; and although he cannot trace to their source 
all the phenomeng which surround him, he does not feel at- 
thorised to ascribe them to a power of which he neither has, 
nor can obtain, a single idea.. On the contrary be wil 
own his ignorance and attempt to improve bis knowledge— 
will attempt, by studious) y seeking to unravel the apparent 
ly mysterious and intricate parts of nature, to make them 
comprehensible to himself and his fellow-men: at least, be 
will not build up a phantom to rule over nature, metely 
because he is not capable of following ber through all her 
varied modes of action. : . 
The Archbishop next proceeds to speak of the wisdom, 
goodness, and power, manifested in what he calls the cret- 
tion; and to bring it forward in proof of his ‘“ one God the 
Father Almighty.” To this subject 1 shall pay particular 
attention.in my'pext letter; for the present, Sir, | conclude, 
having only to request, that if you ¢an prove me to be 
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ertor, You will not fail so to do. J wish to correct others, 


be corrected. 
ond I wish 10 ae RICHARD HASSEL. 





copy OF A LETTER SENT TO THE BISHOP 
OF BRISTOL. 


— <= a 








My Lorp Bisuop, Dorchester Gaol, August 16, 1824. 
As you are making a tour through this county to confirm 
the young Christians, I beg leave to inform you, that I have 
not been confirmed. by a Bishop, which might be one rea- 
son why I cannot understand Christianity to be any thing 
true or useful. I recollect well, that when a boy of thirteen 

old, my excellent mother was uneasy, that I was not 
then old enough to take the ceremony of confirmation from 
the Bishop of Exeter, on a confirming tour through his dio- 
cese, Sheexpressed-her fears of what has really happened, 
that, before another visit, I should be out of her hands: but 
litle did she think, and little did 1 then think, that I should 
bendw addressing you from a Gaol, in the fifth year of my 
imprisonment, for no other crime, than, because I can find no 
one, Ro-bishop, no priest, no layman to confirm me in the 
truths‘and utility of the Christian religion! : 

My Lord Bishop, I assure you, that I am, and that I have 
ever been, anxious to become, and to be confirmed, a Chris- 
tia, Upon one condition, that the story of Jesus Christ 
por ‘tn the New Testament can be confirmed as 


My historical inquiries prove to my mind, that no such 
person existed, and that no such religion as Christianity 
look its rise, at Jerusalem, or in Judea. I shall be most 
bappy to explain this matter to your Lordship: or in failure 

tol, and on being shown by your-Lordship, as my pre- 
‘eat diocesan, that the Gospels are true, [ will beg your 
Lordship’s blessing, confirmation, imposition of hands, and 
wae for my liberation from this place. Finally I 

beg your Lordship to ordain me a Priest—that I may 
ize all those whom I have unchristianized. 
Be, my Lord: Bishop, your Lordship’s most humble, 
| teachable, (only addicted to the asking:of questions) 
most obedient servant, 


RICHARD CARLILE. 
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TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL, 





Dear SiR, Bradford, August 6, 1824. 
I reex considerable pleasure in transmitting to you the mites of 
a few friends in this place and the neighbourhood ; and though the 
amount is not great, yet it is pleasing to see that itis a larger sum 
than any one we have yet sent to you. Itis also a satisfactory 
proof, that the cause you are advocating is increasing in strength 
in this part. Looking upon the present severe struggle, as you 
do, to be the last for the invaluable blessing of free discussion. 
we think it the duty of every honest man, of whatever sentiment, 
to give you his support. The importance of the contest, the en- 
thusiasm you have manifested in the glorious cause, and the 
steadiness and courage which you and the noble fellows who 
have followed you in the battle, have exhibited, give us the most 
exhilarating confidence in the result. From what we have seen 
and are daily witnessing, we cannot anticipate any thing but 
triumph ultimately. 1 am astonished that the history of the 
world has not taught your enemies, that persecution is the most 
certain method ever discovered for the rapid establishment of 
novel or even unpopular doctrines: with this inference before their 
eyes, one would imagine that their own God was determined to 
make them a notorious illustration of a maxim which they have 
adopted as their own ‘ Quem Deus vult perdere, prius dementat,” 
“whom God would destroy he first drives mad:” and certainly, 
they have lately given as strong proofs of their insanity, as any 
reasonable man desire. However, as long as that insanity 
continues to torment both themselves and others, let the Re- 
publicans and Materialists of Britain, and every other friend 
to the principles of freedom, furnish you with the necessary 
materials for applying the proper remedy for the baneful dis- 
order. To drop metaphor, let us by every means in our power 
assist you in the establishment of the unlimited freedom of the 
press. Ifthe conscientious friend to, and and enquirer after, truth, 
properly appeciated the importance of your struggle, and the ne- 
cessity of the most complete success, I am clearly convinced, that 
your antagonists-would quickly see the utter hopelessness and 
folly of their efforts. Magna est veritas et prevalebit:” “ Great 
is truth and it sHALL prevail.” But prejudice in some, apathy m 
many, and fear in more, act like a stroke of the torpedo on great 
numbers, whose duty to support you ought to be as imperative 
on them, as the fury of the theological bigot, or the interest of the 
crafty and unprincipled politician, makes him zealous in adding to 
the influence of his party and the strength of his syste™. 
could wish all to give you effectual assistance by the purchase © 
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+ publications: but, as it is evident, that the singular nature 
i Aa, the contest in which you are engaged, demand aid in 
a ,in which it can possibly be furnished, I feel extremely 
ta y in reckoning up from time to time the subscriptions you 

PP Money is the sinews of war of all sorts, whether politi- 
or moral: and without a free press, 1 confess, I 
but the extinction of the best principles of mo- 


f an immense and overwhelming super- 











this distinction, do it no doubt, with the best intentions, ae I beg 
erers in 


¢ to his comforts. We were afraid Mrs. Wright had suffered in 
consequence of inattention, and shall be happy to hear from you, 
f that nothing that could be done ‘to alleviate her sufferings was 
wanting on your part. We cannot sufficiently express our admi- 
ration of the noble men who have fought with you in the great 
battle of freedom. Their defences (with the exception of Coun- 
sellor French’s for Cochrane) are masterpieces of argument—I 
; will not particularize any one, for they are all excellent. - I 
think we shall hear no more commiseration and affected con- 

tempt expressed for the poor ignorant and deluded men who have 

been seduced into Carlile’s shop. The recent sentences are a 

horrible burlesque of justice. Was it ever heard, before the nine- 

teenth century, the enlightened nineteenth century of Christianity, 

thatthe more honest and more intepid in defence of his opinions a 

re was, the more aggravated his crime, and the greater the quantity 

of punishment awarded to him ?—and this too in London, the me- 

be of @ country which is, ‘‘ the envy of surrounding nations, 

he ona of the world!” Really this is too much! But 

vhile Fy they have parallel cases in-Algiers and-Turkey; and 
Donte Unfortunate Mahometan, who may have happened to 

iedivas A Christianity, from conviction, has been impaled, the 

owers of Mahomet and worshippers of the benevolent 

+o doubt, laud the mild and tolerant institutions of their coun- 

a alse their merciful government to the skies. There is one 

and ede for opinions has been at end above a century, 

enables, no fear but that imprisonment and fines will be unfash- 

the much less than another—unless the Methodists should get 

minance above all the other Christian sects, and then [ 
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should begin to apprehend fire and faggot again ; for with less in- 
formation in general, in proportion to the spirit of the times, tha, 
the Roman Catholics, they are every whit as intolerant. ; That 
there are some honourable exceptions among them, I allow: but | 
speak of the bulk of the sect. 

Some time ago, you mentioned your intention of bringing out 
a sketch of the life of the great and good Elihu Palmer, jj, 
many of your friends are desirous of seeing, when your circum. 
stances will allow you to publish it. There are also frequent in- 
quirers for the pamphlets which compose the second volume of 
the Deist. Thishintto you will be sufficient. We know you haye 
much upon hand, and that your means are limited and therefore. 
we will wait your convenience for these books, fully relying on 
your exertions. 

With the liveliest’ emotions of admiration of your talents, 
courage, and integrity, 

I remain, in behalf of ther Subscribers, 
Yours, sincerely, 


, HODGSON SMITH. 
A: ‘ae 
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TO MR. HODGSON SMITH, BRADFORD. 





CITIZEN, Dorchester Gaol, August 15, 1824. 
| aM happy to record the progress and further assistance of 
friends in Bradford, and to’ congratulate them on the good 
elect, on our side, of the mo&t vigorous efforts to silence ns 
that the Christian enemy can make. It is clear, that we 
thrive the better for persecution ; and this we have done at 
the onset, when scarce a hundred persons in the country 
could be found openly to support the call for free discus- 
S100, . ' 

Last year, when I had every reason to suppose that there 
would be no more prosecutions for the publication of moral 
and nseful blasphemy, I felt it due to my friends to recom- 
mend @ cessation of subscriptions. I was rebuked by many 
for it;,and some friend has sent me the annual report of the 

Society for promoting Christian Knowledge,” to shew - 
me what numbers of books they circulate through an exten- 
‘iw ramification of subscriptions. 1 should be very glad to 
*¢ another Society for the promotion of Christian Know- 

» On our view of Christianity, did I not know, that 
when free to publish, there will be no need of such an insti- 
‘ution, as thedemand for Anti-Christian books will stimulate 
very mercenary bookseller to share in and to excite the cir- 
culation, The way I proceed at present is, to allow the 
Hem ee stationer to credit me as far as they like to go; 
wank €se terms to print every thing I can print. I owe 
dol about £150. at present: they wish it less: and so 
all But on the other hand, I have a large stock of books; 
W k debts alone far’ exceeding what I am indebted. 

“fe My income ever so great I should be alwa - 

; . ys at mo 
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ments embarrassed for money: for I should go on to print 
every thing that could aid the cause of Anti-Christianity 
and the mass yet unprinted, and yet to be written, will require 
a capital of great amount. A company of Moral Blaspbe- 
mers, with a capital of one hundred thousand pounds, may 
double that capital every three years, if they will but try it, 
In the absence of such a company, it would be a highly in. 
portant prodeeding, for individuals of fortane, or little com. 
panies of individuals, to agree with me to print a certain 
series of publications in my name, keep the stock in their 
own hands, make me the sole publisher, charge a price that 
shall pay them a fair interest for their capital, with a cer- 
tainty of keeping the principal secure, and allow me to take 
a few copies at a time with ready money, as | wanted them 
and could raise the cash. This appears to me to be one safe 
and important step to all parties. 

In the absence of every thing of this kind, (though I mast 
acknowledge some little assistance in this way, or near it, 
which has given me the idea,) I beg leave to encourage sub. 
scriptions upon every scale and plan, and in every shape. 
I promise two things, neither to hoard such subscription 
money, nor to spend it wastefully: and I flatter myself, that 
what I shall be seen doing will always exhibit a good ac- 
count of it. Mine is no ordinary case; my whole proceed- 
ing is a novelty; a circumstance that has no precedent, nor 
parallel, in past circumstances—though the end of it to me 
is quite clear. Without a doubt, or a chance of failure, we 
must triumpb and carry every thing before us. It may not 
be effected in my time; but it will never be lost sight of 
again: and all we can do is, to do our best towards il. All 
religion is vice; and all religion, so far as it leads to power, 
must be abolished. We cannot abolish opinions, otherwise 
than by arguments against them; but we can abolish per- 
secutions for matters of opinion, and all unjust foundations 
of power upon bad opinions. . 

The men now in Newgate, as moral blasphemers, are 
about to try to support themselves by a monthly publicaticn, 
to be called the Newgate Magazine, or some such name; 
and I court the support of all friends, to be aiding them 
therein. Further uotice of time of publication and price 
shall be given. . 

[am happy to inform you, that Mrs. Wright did not want 
any comfort, to my knowledge, during her confinement; 
though, I always felt, that she deserved more than | could 
do for her. I have never beard but that she was perfectly 
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satisfied. I will engage for all the others, that they shall live 
as well or better than | do, if they like: but this will be 
confined to necessaries, and not extend to luxuries. Had the 
vosecutions gone on, and a great number been imprisoned, 
it would have been impossible for me to have pledged any 
constant support; and even now I feel a difficulty in making 
a pledge of the kind. In the former case, I intended to have 
recommended it to different little knots of friends to sub- 
sribe some trifle weekly, and so to have allowed each man 
some small weekly sum. But I am in hopes that we shall 
make the new publication equal to this. . 

J was promised a memoir of Elihu Palmer from some 
friends in New York, which | daily expect to receive, with 
other unpublished pieces both of. his and Mr. Paine’s writ- 
ing. 

vill introduce here an extract taken from the Black 
Dwarf, of aletter from the celebrated Mr. Jefferson of Ame- 
ricay to Major Cartwright. It is at least interesting, and 
shows that his worthy republican mind is alive to what is 


passing in this country. 


“Tam glad to find in your book ( The English Constitu- 
tion, Produced and Illustrated) a formal contradiction, at 
length, of the judiciary usurpation of legislative power; for 
such the judges have usurped in their repeated decisions, that 
Christianity is a part of the common law.. The proof of the 
contrary, which you have adduced, is incontrovertible; to 
wit, that the common law existed while the Anglo-Saxons 
were yet Pagans; at a time when they had never yet heard 
thename of Christ pronounced, or knew that such a charac- 
terhad ever existed. But it may amnse you to show, wheh, 
and by what means, they stole this law in uponus. Ina 
case of Quare Impedit, in the year book, 34 Henry VI, fo. 
8, [1458] a question was made how far the ecclesiastical law 
was to be respected in a Common Law Court? and Prisot 
C.1., gave his opinion in these words: 4 tiel leis que ils de 
saint eglise ont en ancien scripture,-covient 4 nous 4 donner 
credence; car ceo Common Ley sur quels touts manners 
leis sont, fondés. Et auxy, Sir, nous sumus obligés de con- 
Ustre lour ley de saint eglise: et semblablement ils sont 
de conustre nostre ley. Et, Sir, si poit apperer or 4 
nous que 'evesque ad fait come un ordinary fera en tiel cas, 
be fez nous devons ceo adjuger bon, ou auterment nemy ? 
19. See.G, C, Fitzb. abr. qu. imp. 89. Bro. abr. qu. imp, 

Finch in his Ist Book, c. 3. is the first afterwards 
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who quotes the case, and mis-states it thus, ‘ to such laws of 
the church as have warrant in Holy Scripture our law giv- 
eth credence,’ and cites Prisot; mistranslating < anciep 
scripture’ into ‘ holy scripture:’ whereas Prisot palpably 
says, ‘ to sich laws as those of holy church have in ancienj 
writing it jis proper for us to give credence;’ to wit, to their 
ancient written laws. This wasin 1613, a century anda 
half after the dictum of Prisot. Wingate, in 1658, erects 
this false translation into a maxim of the Common Law, co. 
pying the words of Finch, but citing Prisot.—Wingate 
max. 3, and Shepherd, tit. ‘ Religion’ in 1675 copies the 
same mistranslation, quoting the Y. 13, Finch and Wingate. 
Hale expresses it in these words ‘ Christianity is parcel of 
the law of England.’—1I Vesetre. 293. 3. Keb. 670, but 
quotes no authority. By these echoings, and re-echoings 
from one to another, it had become so established in 1728, 
that in the case of the King v. Woolston, 2 Stra. 834. the 
court would not suffer it to be debated, whether to write 
against Christianity was punishable in the temporal courts 
at commonlaw. Wood therefore, 409, ventures still to vary 
the phrase, and says, ‘ that all blasphemy and _ profaneness 
are offences by the common law,’ and cites 2 Stra.—then 
Blackstone, in 1763, iv. 59, repeats the words of Hale, that 
‘ Christianity is part of the law of England,’ citing’ Ventris 
and Strange; and finally, Lord Mansfield, with a little quali- 
fication, in Evans’s case in 1767, says that ‘ the essential 
principles of revealed religion are parts of the common law; 
thus ingulfing Bible, Testament, and all, into the common 
law, without citing any authority: and thus we find this 
chain of authorities hanging, link by link, one upon another, 
and all ultimately on one and the same hook; and that, a 
mis-translation of the words ‘ ancient scripture,’ used by 
Prisot.—Finch quotes Prisot; Wingate does the same; 
Sheppard quotes Prisot, Finch, and Wingate; Hale ciles 
nobody; the Cuurt in Woolston’s case, cites Hale; Wood 
cites Woolston’s case; Blackstone quotes Woolston’s case 
and Hale; and Lord Mansfield, like Hale, ventures it on bis 
own authority. Herel might defy the best read lawyer lo 
produce another scrap of authority for this judiciary forge 
rys and I might go on further to show how some of the Al- 
glo-Saxon Priests interpolated into the text of Alfred’s laws 
the 20th, 21st, 22d, and 23d chapters of Exodus, and the 15th 
of the Acts of the Apostles, from the 23d to the 29th verses; 
but this would lead my pen, and your patience too far. 
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onspiracy this, between church and state!!! Sing 
be Socal! Sing Tantarara, rogues all!” 


This seems a very clear account of the origin of the non- 
sensical law phrase of Christranity being part and parcel 
yf the law of the land. To this I will add the copy of alet- 
tet [ sent to Chief Justice Abbott whilst he was in Dorches- 
eras Judge of Assize last week, accompanied with a copy 
of my letter to Mr. Garland, the Sheriff. 


-. Dorchester Gaol, August 24, 1824. 

May it PLEASE YouR LORDSHIP, , 
As your avocation has brought you so near to the spot, 
where you have compelled me to follow mine, I take the li- 
berty'to let you see how well I am going on, hoping it will 
meet yout approbation, and induce you to assist in restoring 
me toa more enlarged sphere of bodily action. 

For the purposes or emanations of the mind, I have room 
enough; but as the mind is but the internal action of the bo- 
dy, the one decaying and dying with the other, 1 wish to 
make mine as lasting as possible, by giving it more exercise 
and better air. 
at anxious to have another interview with your Lord- 

IPs 

I remain 


Your Lordship’s obedient Servant, 


RICHARD CARLILE. 
Lord Chief Justice Abbott, 
Dorchester. 


Returning you thanks for all past support, and hoping to 
merit all you can give in future, I remain, with respect to 
all friends in Bradford, their happy fellow labourer, 


RICHARD CARLILE. 
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RED JACKET, THE INDIAN CHIEF. 





In No. 17, Vol. 1X, we gave the speech of this celebrated 
man, in answer to an invitation froma Mr. Christian Cram, 
that he and his tribe would become Christians. In perusing 
a most interesting and instructive work, just published, en- 
titled *“* An Excursion through the United States and Ca- 
nada, during the years 1822-3, by an English Gentleman,” 
we find the same speech copied, with a few more explana- 
tions, the traveller having been introduced to RED Jacket 
—and also, another speech, by the same chief, delivered in 
May, 1811, at the same place, (Buffalo) in answer to one 
made by the Reverend Mr. Alexander, a missiovary from 
the Missiovary Society in New York, which we also 
copy. 

«Brother, we listened to the talk you delivered to us from 
the Council of the Black Coats*, in New York. We have 
fully considered your talk, and the offers ‘you have made us. 
We perfectly understand them; and we return an answer, 
which we wish you also to understand. In making up our 
minds, we have looked back, and remembered what was 
done in our days, and what our fathers have told us was dove 
in old times. 

Brother, great numbers of Black Coats have been among 
the Indians, and with sweet voices and smiling faces, have 
offered to teach them the religion of the white people. Our 
brethren in the East listened to the Black Coats, turned from 
the religion of their ‘fathers, and took up the religion of the 
white people. What good -has it done them? Are they 
more happy, and more friendly one to another, than weate* 
No, brother! they are a divided people. Weare united—they 
quarrel about religion; we live in love and friendship—tbey 
drink strong water—have learned to cheat—and to practice 
all the vices of the white men, which disgrace Indians, with- 
out imitating the virtues of the white men. Brother, if you 
be our well wisher, keep away, and do not disturb us. 

“ Brother, we do not worship the Great Spirit as the 
white men do; but we believe that forms of worship are! 
different to the Great Spirit. It is the offering of a sinceré 
heart that pleases him, and we worship him in this manvet. 


* The appellation given to the Clergymen by the [vdians. 
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-¢4q vour religion, we must believe in a Father and 
get OO not a happy hereaf ter. We have always 
aligned ina Father, and we worsbip him as we were taught 
by our fathers. — Your book says, that the Son was sent on 
arth by the Father. Did all the people who saw the Son 
telieve in him? No! they did not, and the consequence 
nust be known to you, if you have.read the book. 

« Brother, you wish us to change our religion for yours. 
We like our religion, and donot wantanother. Our friends 
(pointing toa Mr. Granger, Mr. Parish, and Mr. Taylor) 
ious great good. They counsel us in our troubles, and in- 
struct us how to make ourselves comfortable.—Our friends, 
T the Quakers, do more than this, they give us ploughs, and 
showus how to use them. ‘They tell us we are accountable 


e beings, but do not-say we must change our religion. We 

" are satisfied with what they do. 

0 “ Brother, for these resons we cannot receive your offers. 
Wehave other things tv do; and beg you to make your 

n nind easy, and not to trouble us, lest our heads should be 

e too much loaded, and by and bye burst.” 

5, The author of the work from which we quote, observes: 

r, “ In spite of all these arguments, the Missionaries still con- 

ir tue to intrude upon the tribe of Red Jacket. So much has 

1s be been vexed at this, that a short time before I saw him, 


le te made a journey to Washington in order to complain of 
tieit conduct, and to request that they might be hindered 
g ftom going among his people.” 


e Again: “The Indians are an uncommonly intelligent and 
if urewd people; but although they will readily give their as- 
m ‘at to.all good arguments upon morality, yet I regret to 
Ne 8, that they are very sceptical with regard to accounts of 


y miracles, wonders, mysteries, &c. The generality of the 
MB 04 plunge at once ‘ in medias res,’ without at- 
y ‘upting toexplain the historical evidences of our holy reli- 
7 tion, of whieh evidences indeed I very much doubt whether 


% eives know any thing. Hence the Indians natu- 
- Y tefuse their belief to ihe very strange stories, which are 
me {0 them out of the*Bible. 

,e ee tells us of the remark of an Indian Chief, 
. wd Re, ouary had been explaining to him, how Adam 


odie by eating the apple in Paradise, oceasioned the 
tad replied swith. of all their posterity.—The Chief got up, 
pled with the utmost gravity, ‘ that it was certainly 






* Vide Franklin’s Essays. 


No, 8, Vol. x. 
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a very bad thing to eat apples, as it was much better to 


make them into cider.’ 
«A gentlemen, who had been much among the Indians 


told me an anecdote which is somewhat similar. A Mj 
sionary had been relating to au assembly of Indians many 
of the miracles contained in the Old Testament, and amoue 
others that of Jonah and the whale. With a great deal of 
difficulty he prevailed on the Indians to say they believed it: 
but going on from wonder to wonder, he read to them the 
account of Noah’s going into the Ark with a pair of all the 
animals on the face of the earth, savage as well as tame. 
Here one of the chiefs interrupted him, saying, * No, no, bro- 
ther, we now do not believe the story of the big fish, we now 
know that you tell us lies.’ ”’ 

The work from which the foregoing passages are extract- 
ed is well worta the notice of every person interested in the 
prosperity of the United States of North America. 





ON PERSECUTION. 





O PERSECUTION! what has thou done? In all ages thy ma- 
lignant and mistaken authors have disseminated that which 
they intended to destroy. They, by their cruelty, have 
turned the current and tide of public opinion against them- 
selves, and, by exciting examination and criticism, have 
made the thing popular which before was obscure, and 
that estimable which before was spurned and hated. 

I picture to myself thy victims, for thy sacrifices are It 
numerable. The objects of thy vengeance are levelled be 
fore thy malignant sight. Indiscriminately the blow is 
struck without regard to age or sex. Thou art inexorable 
thy cruelties: no time, no age, makes relaxation in thy brutal 
decree. Like the feigned mandates of the imaginary Ge 
which thy advocates pretend to imitate and worship, 
punishments that are wreaked upon thy unfortunate viclia® 
are painful and long in their durations. Thy jaundiced eye 
views reason as a formidable foe ; and the approach of trutb 
is as terrible to thy blank designs, “ as an army with bat: 
ners.” The cries of thy martyrs are to thy ears like cou 
certs of music; and the groans of the sufferers, instead 
melting thy soul to mercy, make it callous as metal, and ‘ 
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trifed like rocks of granite. Torture and the rack are alike 
thy delight, and thy exultation increases in proportion to the 
misery of thy victims. Dungeons, and cells, and prisons, are 
delightful resorts to their inventors, provided they are te- 
santed with rational men and philosophers, votaries to truth 
and humanity. Like beasts of prey, they bunt for blood, 
aod gore is to them as bowls of nectar. 

The helpless infant deprived of the protection and support 
of its father, the unfortunate victim of the iangs of that thing 
called Law, emanating from the votaries of vengeance, is not 
sufficient to melt their souls of adamant to the pliant con- 
sistency of humanity and mercy. 

They coldly calculate upon sacrifices, victims, and mar- 
tyrs, as making a necessary link in the chain that binds the 
eood things of the world within their exclusive grasp. Such 
anomalous conduct banish from my thoughts, for the heart 
of humanity bleeds at the bare recital. Can actions 
like these be the production of men born in the British Is- 
lands? Can the English soil in the nineteenth century pro- 
duce beings who delight in cruelty ? Can men be found who 
persecute for conscience sake, or for the liberty of thought? 
ny the thoughts and sentiments of the British inhabi- 

ts as free, and the promulgation of them as uncontrouled, 
: the winds? Let the incarcerated martyrs of the philoso- 
ny sh mind, in the various prisons of this land, answer 
a “ed Their dark and gloomy abodes speak omin- 
rs the conduct of the existing power of the times; 

Dracos, Neros, and Caligulas are not totally ba- 
uished from the remembrance of the unfortunate individuals 
Whose situations compel them to bring to their llecti 
the feroeity of the tyrant in all + atl Oe, 
tal the monster PzRsecUrioN bas not at present breathed 
as not at present breathe 
week ee It writhes under the lash of reason ; but is still 
bane 2] parties It’s exit would be complete, if left 

sibie - mig but the intrusion of the tyrant 
muniithecomes e more exposed, the more loath- 
ty the holding s, and universal disgust must accompa- 

ng it up before the growing reason of mankiud. 


JOHN LEE. 
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CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN A DOCTOR oF 
MEDICINE AND A UNITARIAN PREACHER 
BOTH OF DUNDEE, IN CONSEQUENCE oF 
A LOAN, FROM THE FORMER TO THE LAr. 
TER, OF A COPY OF NUMBER ll, VOL. Ix. 
OF “ THE REPUBLICAN.” 


(Continued from page 224.) 





PRIEST TO. THE DOCTOR. 


We LL Sir, Monday, February 2, 1824. 

I HAVE read your reply to my animadversions on Carlile’s tract, 
and now snatch a spare hour or two to answer it. 

You own that the task undertaken by Carlile, is an arduous 
one? Yes itis. Nay it is a romantic task—a Quixotic task; and 
the gentleman-who can be so sceptical as to dispute the existence 
of Jesus Christ, is on a fair way to dispute the existence of every 
body in the world but himself. 

You will pardon me this freedom. It is not dictated by ill- 
nature. 

But let me return to the strange proposition of Carlile, that no 
such person as Jesus ever existed. The Christian comes for- 
ward with evidence of the existence of Christ. He comes for- 
with historical records founded onthe existence of such a perso. 
What does Carlile say to this? Why, he says, we cannot trace 
the origin of these records higher than the second century. W ell, 
let this be granted for a moment, for the sake of argument. 
Would it follow, that because we cannot find any Roman history 
contemporary with Romulus, we are not to believe that the four- 
der of the Roman empire ever existed ? Are we to believe n0 his- 
rorian who has written a hundred years after the events recorded 
in his history? What, if this be the case, will become of the credit 
of almost all the historians that have written’. 

I, tomy shame be it said, never read Lardner, and unfortu- 
nately have not access at present to a copy of his work; but | 
would need stronger reasoning than that of Carlile, to convince 
me, that the chain of reasoning by which he establishes the exist 
ence of the history of Christ in the first century, is not indispu® 
ble. Every Christian who reads not Lardner overlooks an mp" 

' Yes, but it is expected that such historians produce avthorites ue 
were cotemporary with the facts stated. Rr. ¢. 
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unt resource, and every Deist who reads not Lardner overlooks 

his own responsibility *. sets ch 

Whena history is quoted by authors existing either at the same time 

with or not long after the author or authors of that history, it is a 

oof that it existed before the writings of those who quote from it. 
Now Polycarp and Clement of Rome were writers who flourished 
in the first century’ and they quote the Christian history. It has 
been quoted too by a host of writers who flourished in the suc- 
ceeding century. Neither its date, nor its genuineness were dis- 
puted by the unbelievers of the primitive ages, by Celsus, by 
Porphyry, by Julian. Can as much be said _of any other history ? 

Let it be farther observed that Christianity was a religion ob- 
noxious to established errors which it supplanted*. How then, 
ifno such person as Jesus ever existed, could Christianity ever 
have an inch of ground to stand upon? How did not its op- 
posers—how especially did not the Jews, the most invete- 
rate enemies of Christianity—How did not they give it a death 
blow, by demonstrating that no such person as Jesus existed 
in the capital of Judeea—and thus do against Christianity at 
the very first, what Carlile has attempted to do in the nineteenth 
century”. 

From the question relative to the existence of Jesus, you proceed 
to consider that which concerrs his divine mission; and you ob- 
ject, that, if the Deity really had it in view to reform the human 
race by the mission of Jesus, his mission should have been so 
arranged as to have been more generally known. Now on this, I 
observe: Ist. that if there be positive evidence in proof of the di- 
mine mission of Jesus—in proof of the fact that God commis- 
Sioned Jesus, it will not disprove that fact—the consideration 
that Christianity is not universal. _ This is a consideration which 
alects only the goodness of God, and claims an answer only ina 
“ssertation on the divine goodness, and not in one on the sub- 
any the divine mission of Jesus. It does not disprove the fact 
: . Jeformation from popery (which all® will allow to be a bles- 
ig) the consideration that it has not extended to all the popish 


2 
How do you know, since you say you have not read Lardner? 


* No proof of this. seine Jr, mr 

‘ R. C. 
win, Ane TH8Redy of ’schylus, founded on the tale of Prometheus, it is 
And this su was a mere version or variation of previously established error. 
ofter and Pports my inference, that the new scene was laid at Jerusalem, 


it was destroyed. 
‘ P R. C. 
‘ j_eeeause it rise hot first promulgated in Judea, nor within the age of 
abdited Judea at the period assigned to the fable. 
x cc 


6 
All . 
do not allow it. I do not allow it. It was mere change of error. 
R. Cc. 
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countries. Factsareone thing, and the question why not more exten. 
sive, another. Wedo not see every individual alike, in intellect, or in 
privileges. We do not see every nation alike in privileges. For 
this there are no doubt wise reasons, as well as for the limits of 
Christianity’. 2d. Long before the time of Constantine, Christianity 
was more general than the objection would suppose. Pliny ac- 
knowledges, that the contagion of what he calls “ this superstition” 
has seized, not cities only, but the lesser towns also, and the open 
country®.” Justin Martyr, who wrote after Pliny thirty years, o: 
so, tells us, that there is no nation, either of Greek, or Barbarian, 
or of any other name, even of those who wander in tribes, and live 
in tents among whom prayers and thanksgivings are not offered 
to the father and creator of the universe by the name of the cruci- 
fied Jesus®. Tertullian, who wrote about seventy years after this, 
enumerates a long list of nations, not excepting the very Britons 
and Scythians, which Christ posssesses as his empire”. 

You say that the death of Jesus produced no revolution that 
tended to improve the condition of man. Now had Christianity 
done no more than what it did, during three centuries before Con- 
stantine, (not to speak of what it has done since his reign) still it 
would have done an infinite good. What a renovation of charac- 
ter it made! It exalted to the purity of angels many of the most 
besotted of the species, and made myriads lovers of God, lovers 
of man, and prepared for every sacrifice however costly that con- 
science might demand of them. But even in the dark ages, though 
the “‘ Sun of Righteowsness” was obscured, it had not set. Who 
can tell how many virtuous souls even then owed all their purity 
and excellence to its influences? Who can say that men in gene- 
ral would not have been more corrupt, even in these ages, but for 
Christianity? Perhaps however those ages called dark were not 
so corrupt as they were deficient in literature, and profligacy per- 
haps was not at its height under the deformation of Christianity 
till the period of the reformation, when the tumour bursts, in 4 
great measure by the excess of its own corruption". But how- 


” This is admirable! Why then employ Priests and Missionaries ! 


Rk. C. 


* In the neighbourhood of Antioch only—not near Rome. “x 
* Every ecclesiastical history written, by whatever author, proves the 
falsehood of this assertion. R. C. 
© It spread no where, but where the Roman power preceded it within 
the first three hundred years. The Roman Conquests facilitated its pre- 
gress—the Mahometan Conquests had nearly annihilated it. ~* 


" Here is one perhaps contradicting another perhaps, and the conclusio! 
contradicting the whole. In all reading or observation, I have never sé" 
that Christianity improved the i a of one human being. Fanatics 
is hot improvement. Christianity is neither knowledge nor morally: Fe 
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eret, this may be, those ages were not stained with customs which 
jjsoraced even civilized nations under Paganism”. 

{vain, who can say how much civilization is indebted to Chris- 
tianity? What has it not done for Britain for instance? What a dif- 
ference between our Pagan ancestors, under the bloody man-sacri- 
fcing Druids, and us their posterity”. ; 

You do not seem to pay much respect to miracles. You con- 
sider them as adapted only to confound and astonish the ignorant, 
and you assert, that Jesus resorted to the same means of con- 
vincing mankind, that were used by Mahomet and other impos- 
tors. Now, to what miracles did Mahomet ever pretend? Maho- 
met never risked the credit of his pretended mission on miracles; 
and many other impostors that have pretended to miracles, took 

vod care as to the persons to whom they offered their pretensions, 
and also to the object in behalf of which they offered them™. 
How was the humble, the pennyless, the persecuted Jesus to suc- 
ceed in making men believe in the reality of his miracles if he 
really did not perform them? Had Jesus been a Jewish or a 
Pagan priest, pretending to work miracles to uphold some preten- 
sions of the priesthood, the account of them would I own require 
to be received with more caution. But, if Jesus was the enemy 
of priests, and despised and rejected of men, surely, surely, it 
could not be easy for him to cheat a credulity which could not 
possibly exist in his behalf. 

Besides, the opposers of Christianity, in the early ages, never 
yi the miracles of Jesus. They denied only the divine origin 
of them, 

But, I am already considerably beyond my hour of appointment, 
and must in conscience stop short, yet cannot stop without con- 
juring you with all the earnestness of a friend, and ail the solem- 
uityof a Christian, to examine this subject seriously and patiently. 
And that God may bless you in your enquiries, is the prayer of, 

Yours, &c., 


" What were they, that Christianity does not embrace? 
z Cc. 


" Yes, but the change is the least of all attributable to Christianity. 
And as yet, we are not civilized. 
R. C. 


“ So did the Christian miracle workers. 
m.. <a 


4 
One proof that they never saw them in reality performed. R. C 
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DOCTOR TO THE PRIEST. 





SIR, February 9, 1894, 
In looking over the observations which are contained in yours of 
the second current, I really in reply have little to say, but that |j:. 
tle, I wish’to communicate, in case you may imagine from my 
lence, that what you have said has had a tendency to shake the 
general tenour of my argument. In my last I granted you the 
existence of Jesus, though it appeared tome doubtful ; and J rest. 
ed the chain of my reasoning upon the grand basis of nature itself 
to which, in your present answer, you have not in the least degree 
alluded. 

Could you present to mankind a system free from the many 
incongruities that accompany Christianity, I can assure you, 
there would be fewer sceptics; but when the philosophic mind 
takes a view of all that is connected with this religion, and finds 
that it has nothing to support its fabric, but obscure dogmas re- 
volting to common sense, there is little wonder, that men, escaped 
from the bondage of early prejudices, throw such unintelligible 
doctrines into the back ground. While Christiany is connected 
with objects, that are-entirely inaccessible to our senses, and 
of course incapable of demonstration, I-shall always feel con- 
vinced, that it has no more claim to truth, than the pretensions 
of a thousand other religions, which offer the same proof to sub- 
stantiate their divinity. I never heard of a religion without mi- 
racles, and therefore, when you state, that Mahomet did not re- 
sort to them, I really feel surprised that the character of this 
adventurer should be so much overlooked. Do not the fol- 
lowers of Mahomet, believe in the miraculous vision of Gabriel, 
who transmitted from Heaven, leaf by leaf, the pages of the 
Koran? Do they not believe, that in one night, Mahomet tra- 
versed ninety heavens, mounted upori a monster which they 
call Borak? [s it not related, that their prophet, being endowed 
with the gift of miracles, walked in the sunshine, without a sha- 
dow ?—that he caused trees already withered to resume their ver- 
dure, filled the wells and cisterns with water, and cut in two 
equal parts the body of the moon? If these are not miracles, | know 
not what constitutes them; and we have, undoubtedly the same 
species of proof that they were performed, which is brought for- 
ward to support the evidence of miracles, wrought by those, who 
are said to have founded Christianity. In my last, | alluded to 
events almost of a similar kind. [ shewed, that to establish your 
religion, the great order of nature was reversed, and stories palmed 
upon mankind, as weak, and as silly, as ever were invented, to de- 
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scrutable—a resort, to which they never fail to cling, when they 
are embarrassed in perplexing arguments; and thus men alway, 
will be embarrassed till they are content to abide by the unerriny 


and perpetual laws of nature. 
I remain, Dear Sir, yours, &c., 


(To be continued. ) 








A SHORT NOTICE OF ONE OF THE LAST F&F. 
FORTS AND TRICKS OF PRIESTCRAFT, OR 
AN ANSWER TO THE QUESTIONS: 





WHERE ARE YOU GOING? 


How are you about to spend that day, which is called, by way of 
distinction, “THE LORD’S DAY?” Are you about to devote 
it to your own pleasure? Are you forgetting whose day this is, 
and for what purpose it is given?’—O pause! Turn not the day of 
God into a day of folly and sin.—The sabbath is one of the great- 
est blessings, if improved; but the abuse of it is ruinous to the 
soul, God will call you to a strict account for -your Sabbath 
hours.—What reply can you make to your Judge? O consider 
this; and if you had purposed to spend this holy day in pleasure, 
and forgetfulness of God, receive this friendly caution against 
conduct so displeasing to Him, and so dangerous to your immor- 
tal souls. Retire—search the Scriptures—attend the House of 
God. ‘ Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of 
the world.” John chap. i. ver. 29. prt 





Tuis question appears to me to be put in a very abrupt man- 
ner. One would think it the effusion of some unlettered rustic, 
rather than the production of one, who doubtless styles himself a 
gentleman and a scholar. It is one of many proofs, that the 
power and aggrandizement of the priesthood have rendered them 
insolent, arbitrary, arrogant, and tyrannical. What would any 
one of them say to me, were | to ask him where he was going: 
His reply would probably be: “ Fellow, if you insult me with 
your impudent questions, J will have you taken care of. Do em 
know, that I am a doctor of divinity and a justice of the peace: 
What a very unpleasant question it would have been, to have 
asked the Right Reverend Father in God, Percy Jocelyn, Lord 
Bishop of Clogher, where he was going, or how he intended to spe 
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n his companion the soldier was waiting for him by ap- 
Such a question would be equally disagreeable to 
some of the minor clergy, from accounts of a more recent date. 

The next question is, “‘ How are you about to spend that day, 
which, by way of distinction is called the Lord’s day?” __ 

The writer has forgotten to inform us, who the Lord is, how 
be exists, where the place of his abode is ; and as we cannot form 
vorrect ideas of a thing of which we have no conception, and 
shich cannot be brought within the limits of our comprehension, 
we must, instead of the Lord’s day, render it the Priest’s day; to 
which word we can attach some ideas. 

The Priest’s day is the seventh day, set apart for the express 
purpose of plundering the people of a portion of their earnings in 
the six. Without an institution of this kind, the people would 
sot be contented to submit to every deprivation of which human 
nature is susceptible, to support an insolent priesthood in idleness, 
luxury, and extravagance. It seems strange indeed, to the im- 

artial man, how credulity can so benumb every reasoning faculty. 

While the priest is continually exclaiming against riches, he 

is the first to procure them. He will tell his hearers, that “it is 

easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a 

ich man to enter the kingdom of heaven,” although, they see 

him sacrifice all hopes of the heavenly kingdom, to obtain the 
riches of this. They suffer his mysterious jargon to lull all their 
reasoning faculties to sleep; and consequently, they are the more 
easily robbed and plundered of their property. As a recompence 

for the losses they have sustained, he is to pilot them to a 

place which has no existence except in their bewildered imagi- 

tions, | 

“Are you about to devote it to your own pleasure?” is the next 
question. | answer,Jam. As Iam obliged by custom to refrain from 
ny regular employment, I devote it, either to the reading such 
books as “ Paine’s Age of Reason,” and “ Rights of Man,” “ Pal- 
mer's Principles of Nature;” ‘+ Mirabaud’s System of Nature;” 
‘The Republican,” and ‘ Moralist,” or to the enjoying myself in 
the open air, where I can contemplate the greatest variety of real 
% natural beauties, far superior to the finest traits, the most re- 
Pe: theologians can depict. 1 consider this preferable to being 
hit : the unwholesome atmosphere of a church or chapel, 
itt ay be obliged to hear human nature insulted, the 
a Ay tree discussion and of private judgment violated, and 
iy ng denounced that accelerates the moral improvement 

« pis OF raises his character to its proper dignity. 

. Ate you forgetting whose day it is, and for what purpose it 
“given?” T do not know for what purpose it was given more 
a0 any other dav: es a 

y other day; but I know for what purpose it was insti- 
asa sabbath, which I will briefly state. 

tbeing the most prominent feature in every species of 


his time whe 
jntment. 
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priestcraft, it became necessary to establish the observance of , 

rticular day, in a certain number of days, to attain that partien- 
i end. Ifthe mind of man was left unshacklea, he would S00n 
clear it of the rubbish with which priestcraft had infected it, ang 
then—adieu to its emoluments. The observance of the priest's 
day is so essential to his craft, that he dreads its non-obseryance: 
for robbery will not pass for any length of time, without glossing 
and colouring, or in other words, without making use of a train 
of verbiage that will distract and bewilder the imagination. 

“Q pause! Turn not the day of God into folly and sin.” If we 
insert the word Priest, instead.of the word God, we understand 
it, but not without; and all thatcan be gathered from it is this: 
“turn not this day, which is set apart forour particular interest, 
into such fully and sin, as reasoning and judging for yourself in 
theological matters.” 

“The sabbath is one of the greatest blessings, if improved; but 
the abuse of it is ruinous to the soul.” It is admitted that the 
sabbath may prove a blessing if improved, but your way and mine 
of improving it, is essentially different. While you would have 
the people attend to your contradictory and mysterious harangues 
to promote your interest, I would have them attend to natural philo- 
sophy and tlie useful arts to promote and secure their own interest 
The latter part of the sentence needs no comment; by omitting 
the word soul, and inserting the word priest, it will read so as to 
be understood. The abuse of it is ruinous to the priest. 

The remaining sentences may be made plain, by a few omissions 
and alterations, which I will take the liberty to make. 

“The — will call you to an account for your sabbath hours; 
what reply can you make.to him your judge? O, consider this! 
and if you had proposed to spend this holy day in pleasure and for- 
getfulness of him, your priest, receive this friendly caution against 
conduct so displeasing, and so dangerous to your mortal souls! 
Retire; search the scriptures*; attend the house of the priest; be- 
hold the wolf in sheep’s clothing which taketh away the good 


things of this world.” 
W. C. 


Wisbeach, June, 1824. 


_Note—We insert the foregoing, at the request of a few 
Wisbeach friends, to shew how easily such Trash Tracts, 
as the Religionists circulate, may be superseded. They are 
spending thousands of pounds every year, witha hope of mak- 
ing ignorant people adhere to Christianity, ox Priestiant!y: 


+ J : . ° . ¢ 1g 
When we have searched the scriptures, we are punished for sayi"e 
what we think of them. 
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but the only effect they produce is, to agitate terpid 
‘nds, and to excite an inquiry as to what all this an- 
od for Christianity means. Viewing their conduct in 
be light, we rejoiceat their every effort, and wish prospe- 
rity to all Bible, Missionary, and Religious Tract societies. 
EDITOR. 











TO HIS EXCELLENCY GENERAL CARLILE, 
DORCHESTER CASTLE. 





May rt Prease Your EXcELLENcy, 
Aprer the Proclamation issued from Head Quarters on the 
twenty-first of May last, and the brilliant success it met with in 
raising recruits round the standard you hoisted, it may be as 
well to publish the following Bulletin, that the result of the cam- 


paign may be preserved, @ la militarre. 


On the seventh of June our army was drawn up in a line, 
which seemed to put the enemy in a tremour, as could be per- 
ceived by their motions. Theright wing advanced, on the eighth, 
commanded by Colonel Campion, who, after a gallant and 
brave resistance until near evening, was made prisoner of war. 
Lieutenant Jefferies advanced to his post; but not being able to 
briag up his whole force (owing to your Excellency’s instructions) 
the enemy carried the point, by a coup de main. Ensign Chris- 
topher, who brought up the rear, being a novice in the field, was 
soon captured. He is perfectly aware of the manceuvre he ought 
to have effected in military tactics, called a ruse de guerre; but it 
was too late to rally after the surrender. Upon the whole, this 
was a hard day’s battle. : 

On the 9th Captain Hassell advanced with a strong force, and 
made avigorous and brave resistance. Even the enemy acknow- 
ledge he fought manfully. An Irish subaltérn fell wounded by 
his side, whom the enemy have carried off, and placed in one of 
Own infirmaries. I understand he is now in a state 
He pncacence, and is determined to study our tactics better. 

ehas refused to fight under the enemy’s colours though an 

er was made to that effect. 
da 11th, the enemy experienced av galling fire from Cap- 
. arke’s Artillery, he having possessed himself, by a maneuvre, 
one of the enemy's posts, which was a small eminence called 
spreadi cunt. This put them in considerable confusion; and by 
Clark ing disorder and havoc through their lines, enabled Captain 
€ to hold them in actual engagement longer than he other- 
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wise would have been able. He fought manfully, and was no, 
captured, until he fell entirely exhausted with fatigue and hard 
fighting. 

On x llth, Colonel Haley of the Fusileers brought up the 
heavy Artillery. He advanced with confidence to the post of 
danger, and with undaunted bravery and resolution, poured some 
heavy firing among them, which made terrible havoc; but, at last, 
was overpowered by numbers. 

The division under Ensign Cochrane would have had better 
effect, had your-Excellency assigned him a different post under 
his entire command, in which I have no doubt he would have 
acquitted himself to the satisfaction of your excellency, as well 
as to that of the whole army. 

Your Excellency is already acquainted with that part which | 
had the honour to conduct; I have only to add, that the army is 
recruited, and that we are stronger in numbers than ever,—all 
ready for action as soon as the enemy dare make another ad- 
vance. 


THE FOLLOWING IS THE LIST OF KILLED AND WOUNDED 
ON OUR SIDE:-—— 


SNAG it 9) iwi a he '.6) “eile ei) e.0 «+ Not ome 
Pn ta te ew} One. 
Oe ere 


The enemy has not published a Bulletin on the subject; but 
the slaughter has been tremendous—and the horrid yell set up 
by the wounded is a proof of the effect and temper of our 
weapons. | 


{ cannot conclude without strongly recommending to your Ex- 
cellency’s notice the following Gentlemen for promotion : 


LIEUTENANT JEFFERIES. 
ENSIGN COCHRANE. 7 
ENSIGN CHRISTOPHER. 


I have the honour to remain your Excellency’s most devoted, 
most obedient, and most obliged humble servant, 


LIEUTENANT PERRY. 
Done in the Enemy’s Prison 
Depot, July 28, 1824, 
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NEWGATE MAGAZINE. 





On the first of September, or as soon afterwards as possible, 
and on the first of every month, if the work finds public sup- 
port, will be published, a new work, price one shilling, to be 
entitled the NEWGATE MAGAZINE, &c. 

The object of starting this work is, to employ, to improve, 
and to profit, the eight shopmen of Mr. Carlile, now in New. 
gate; and it is hoped, that it will go on improving in charae- 
ter and in public support: as we are sensible the latter will 
only follow the former. 

The Prison Disciplinarians may find a specimen-of what 
ean- be done by converting a prison into a schvol for litera- 
ture, as well as for indhstry and good habits. 

The Editors of this new work will not present themselves 
to the public as men schooled in literature, but as young 
men anxious to improve, and to be well employed. The 
time for which the half of them are sentenced to imprison- 
ment being three years, a ‘connection with such a publica- 
tion will best remove the-irksomeness of confinement, and 
will, it iste be hoped, be alike useful to the-public and to the 
proprietors. I 

For the little inaccuracies that may occur in the first Nos. 
through the awkwardness and difficulties of conducting such 
a work in such a situation, the Editors hope to be excused, 
in the pledge, that improvement’shall be their constant ob- 
ject, and that fature care shall atone for all that may at first 
be found deficient. 3 








-~ 


Mrs. Wright acknowledges the receipt of One Pound from 
S. P. <3 





Printed and Published by R. Carxire, 84, Fleet Street.—All Correspo" 
dences for “‘ The Republican” to be left at the place of publication. 
































Bi ew \@ 


— 


